
True Love is Both (Both Truth & Love)
Read 1 John 1:1-4
What does it mean to you that John is writing about what he saw and touched?

Read 1 John 1:5-7
Why do so many people claim to know God but walk in the darkness?

John uses a poetic structure here called “chiasm” to put different concepts in 
parallel. In doing so, he claims that fellowship with God is equivalent to 
fellowship with God’s people. What do you think of that?

John also puts in parallel the concept that God is light, perfect without darkness 
and that those who walk in the light receive purification from all sin through 
Jesus. In other words, walking in the light with God doesn’t mean being perfect, 
it means being purified. What does that mean to you?

Read 1 John 1:8-2:2
How should believers think about and respond to sin?

What does Jesus do in response to sin?

Read 1 John 2:3-11
What is the proof that a person knows God?

What does it mean to walk as Jesus did?

Verses 9-11 tie two concepts together, living in the light and loving the family of 
believers, and both of them have already been tied to fellowship with God. In 
other words, John is claiming that these three concepts always go together: 
fellowship with God, living in the light, and loving our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. As I summarized it on Sunday:

Choosing God means choosing both truth and love.

What does that mean to you today?
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